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Dr. Fitzgerald Hill


Dr. Fitzgerald Hill is currently employed as Executive Director of the Opportunity Fund at Ouachita Baptist University located in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.  The former collegiate head football coach also serves as Visiting Scholar and Research Associate under the leadership of Dr. Richard Lapchick at Central Florida’s Institute of Diversity and Ethics.  The 41-year-old Arkansas native is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist University where he received bachelor degrees in Communications and Physical Education.  Dr. Hill received a Masters degree in Student Personnel Services from Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, Louisiana where he served as a graduate assistant football coach during the 1988 football season.  In 1989 he was on the staff of the Arkansas Razorbacks as a graduate assistant.  Dr. Hill returned to Northwestern as a full-time assistant in January, 1990 but returned again to Arkansas in July, 1990 as dorm counselor and volunteer coach.  His coaching tenure was briefly interrupted when he was summoned to military duties receiving the Bronze Star and Commendation Medal for services rendered in Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  The veteran returned to his coaching and counseling duties at Arkansas for the 1991 football season.  Dr. Hill’s next coaching assignment was a brief stay at Utah State before, once again, returning to Arkansas as an assistant football coach in March, 1992. He served on the Razorback staff for five different head coaches before being selected as head football coach of the San Jose State Spartans in December of 2000.  

In May of 1997, Dr. Hill was awarded the Doctorate of Education degree from the University of Arkansas.  His doctoral dissertation was titled “Examining the Barriers Restricting Employment Opportunities Relative to the Perceptions of African American Football Coaches at NCAA Division I-A Colleges and Universities”.  Since the completion of the degree requirements, Dr. Hill has continued his research, publishing his findings in journals as well as making national presentations regarding the employment experiences of African American coaches at predominantly white collegiate institutions.  Coach Hill’s research has been featured on ABC Nightline with Ted Koppel, HBO Real Sports with Bryant Gumble, The Black Enterprise Report, CBSportsline.com, ABC Sports, ESPN.com and two ESPN sport programs (Cold Pizza & Outside the Lines).  He has been profiled and featured in the Chronicle of Higher Education on three different occasions relating to his research of African American collegiate football coaches as well as his personal experiences in the coaching profession.  His research has been featured in major newspaper stories and magazines.  The former division I-A head football coach authored and published the following articles:
· “Shattering the Glass Ceiling – Blacks in Coaching,” Black Issues in Higher Education, (April 8, 2004).
· “Coaching: Colleges’ (Un)Level Playing Field,” Black Issues in Higher Education, written in conjunction with Dr. John Murry, Dr. Gary W. Ritter, & Candice M. Hufford, (April 11, 2002).
· “Razorback Turn Around Fortunes,” Championship Performance, (September, 1999, Volume 3, Issue 35).

· “Escaping Bump-and-Run Coverage at the Line of Scrimmage,” American Football Quarterly, (1998-99, Volume 4, 4th Quarter). 

· “The Status of Blacks as Major College Football Coaches,” The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education, co-authored with Dr. John Murry, (Winter 1997/1998).
· “Promotion on merit an illusion for Blacks,” NCAA News, (November 24, 1997).

In addition to his published articles, he is often sought by the media for comments relating to the employment issues facing African American collegiate football coaches.  After the termination of Tyrone Willingham at Notre Dame, he was in such demand for comments that it was necessary to hold a press conference via telephone with several of the major newspapers.  Since 1997, Dr. Hill has made many academic presentations revealing his research and personal experiences in the coaching profession.
· “Color-Coded Opportunities: Race Defining Space.”  Associated Press Sports Editors 32nd Annual Convention.  A 1.5 hour presentation with Dr. Richard Lapchick discussing the lack of diversity among head football coaches at NCAA Division I-A Colleges and Universities (Orlando, Florida, June 24, 2005).
· “Employment Patterns of African American Head Football Coaches at NCAA 

D-IA Colleges and Universities.”  American Association for Higher Education Black Caucus, Summit on Blacks in Higher Education (1954) and…One Year after Grutter Vs. Bollinger and the University of Michigan.  Shattering the Glass Ceiling in Higher Education.  A 1.0 hour lecture (Greensboro, North Carolina, February 14, 2004).
· “Employment Patterns of African American Head Football Coaches at NCAA 


D-IA Colleges and Universities.”  Councilman Alonzo Bates’ Sports Forum, 
Superior Performance; Inferior Opportunities.  A 2.0 hour panel discussion 
examining the lack of opportunities for African American football coaches and 
other leadership positions for minorities in sports (Detroit, Michigan, March 21, 
2003).

· “Employment Patterns of African American Head Football Coaches at NCAA 


D-IA Colleges and Universities.”  Congressman John Lewis’, Defining the 
Political Role in Promoting Diversity In College & Professional Sports.  A 2.0 
hour panel discussion examining the lack of opportunities for African American 
football coaches and other leadership positions for minorities in sports (Atlanta, 
Georgia, February 8, 2003.
· “Contrasting Perceptions of Employment Opportunities among Collegiate Football Coaches: The Truth and the Consequences.”  Michigan State University, A Symposium: The Status of Minorities in Sports: Current Issues, Problems and Recommendations.  A 1.0 hour presentation revealing the differing perceptions of Black and White football coaches employed at NCAA Division I-A Institutions (East Lansing, Michigan, May 21, 2002).

· “Barriers and Opportunities for African American Football Coaches in NCAA.”  North American Society for Sport Management Conference.  A 30 minute lecture of research findings relating to African American coaches at NCAA Division I-A institutions (Virginia Beach, VA, May 31, 2001).

· “Hiring Patterns and Employment Experiences of Black Football Coaches at Division I-A Colleges and Universities: Limited Opportunities and Invisible Experiences.”  2000 Beach Institute Lecture Series, African Americans in the New Millennium.”  A 1.0 hour presentation of the hiring trends and employment experiences of African American football coaches (Savannah, GA, June 11, 2000).

·   “Vital Signs:  Examining the Status of African American Football Coaches at NCAA Division I-A Colleges and Universities.”  University of Kentucky, The African American Studies and Research Programs, Race and Sport in 20th Century American Lecture Series. A 1.5 hour presentation of the current employment patterns of African American football coaches (Lexington, Kentucky, February 25, 1999).
· “Examining The Hiring Patterns and Employment Experiences of Black Football Coaches at NCAA Division I-A Colleges and Universities.”  Miami Dolphins Football Organization Achieving Coaching Excellence Seminar.  A 1.5 hour presentation (Miami, Florida, February 27, 1998).
· “Examining The Barriers Restricting Employment Opportunities for African American Collegiate Football Coaches Relative to the Perceptions of African American Football Coaches at NCAA Division I-A Colleges and Universities.”  Black Coaches Association (BCA) National Convention.  A 1.5 hour presentation of the results of a national survey of 80% of the African American football coaches employed at the 108 Division I-A institutions (Orlando, Florida, May, 1996).

Dr. Hill resigned as head football coach at San Jose State University in December of 2004 with a record of 14-33.  However, he is just the second coach to lead a Spartan football team to victory over a Big Ten Conference school when San Jose State beat then-defending Big Ten champion, Illinois in 2002.  For the accomplishments of his 2002 team, Coach Hill was selected to serve as an assistant coach for the Hula Bowl-Maui All-Star Classic.  The same year his team was recognized by the Sporting News as WAC turnaround program of the year.  He served as a faculty member for the inaugural NCAA Coaches Academy for minority football coaches in January, 2004.  His foresight, dedication and energy in the formation of the Literacy Classic produced the school’s first home sellout in 13 years and the largest crowd in the history of the football program.  The game kicked-off the first football game of the 2003 collegiate season on ESPN2 versus Doug Williams’ Grambling State Tigers.  



During Coach Hill’s head coaching career, the African American Ethnic Sports Hall of Fame named him “College Coach of the Year” for the Spartans performance in 2002.  For his contributions to the Bay Area communities, Coach Hill was named one of the “10 Most Influential African Americans in the Bay Area in 2003” by City Flight Network – a Bay Area multi-media company.  The National Association of Black Journalist selected Coach Hill for the “Portrait of Excellence” Award in 2003.  The Phi Kappa Phi Chapter at San Jose State selected him “Member of the Year” in 2003 for his commitment to academic achievement of his football team as well as his personal commitment to academic achievement.  


The former head football coach developed the Read-2-Lead Organization (Non-Profit 501c3) Literacy and Education program in 2003.  The program strives to tackle illiteracy in underserved communities for at-risk youth.  A primary purpose of the organization is to use the appeal of sports to promote literacy and education.  Dr. Bill Cosby accepted an invitation to be a part of the Read-2-Lead educational programs by participating in “A Conversation with Bill Cosby.”  Dr. Cosby and Dr. Hill held a 1.5 hour dialogue session in an open forum discussing issues and opportunities relating to black youth achieving academic success as well as family and community issues.  Coach Hill also served the coaching profession as a voter for the USA Today Coaches Poll Top 25 for the 2004 football season.


Coach Hill is married to Dr. Cynthia Hill, and they have two daughters, Destiny, 13, Faith 9, and a son, Justice 5.
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